
PARISHIONERS PROTECTS YOUR PRIVACY! 

We understand the importance of protecting the privacy of our members. As such, we are 
committed to maintaining the confidentiality of each member's financial records consistent with 
state and federal laws. The following sets forth our policies regarding our use and protection of 
your financial information. During the course of business we collect nonpublic personal 
information about you from the following sources:  

• Information we receive from you on applications or other forms; 
• Information we obtain when verifying the information we receive from you; 
• Information about your transactions with us, our affiliates or others; and 
• Information we receive from a consumer reporting agency. 

Blah, Blah, Blah.  Yes, this is the official regulatory version and you can read about it on our 
website and in the annual privacy notice that, if you are like most people, just throw away.  Of 
course we are going to protect your financial data…because we care about you, not because of 
the legal department.  Here is what legal won’t tell you….   

Protecting your privacy starts with you. 

1. Stay off of social media.  There is nothing social about social media.  Nobody has 100 friends 
and no one needs to “like” a commonly used consumer product. Get off the grid where you can 
– avoid the hate and call your friends.  ID theft starts with you sharing too much information.  If 
you have to use social media, change your login passwords once in a while and remove the 
data from your profile.   Give me something as simple as where you graduated high school and I 
can find out your maiden name, your mother’s maiden name, and what you wore to prom. 

2. Take off the cute little white decals of your family and the dog from your rear car window.  
You don’t need to broadcast your family situation to the world. 

3. Don’t give your social security number to anyone – not even the last 4 digits.  Now that I know 
where you graduated high school, I know where you were born and I can get the first 3 digits of 
your social security number fairly easily.  Now I only have to guess the middle two numbers. 

4. Don’t call us and expect us to change your home address just because you ask us to.  ID 
theft 101 is when someone takes over your account by changing your address to their address 
and then they change your phone number on day one.  Day two starts with a request for a wire 
transfer of your money with a call back for verification to the number we just changed!  We are 
not going to let that happen. 

5. Change your passwords.  Yeah, I know – home banking, iPad, cell phone – on and on. Try 
using a password vault program. 

6. Monitor your credit report for ID theft and other errors.  Don’t spend countless hours in the 
showroom or many weeks applying for a home loan – or worse, a job – only to find out you are 
denied because of something on your credit report that is not yours.  It will be too late at that 
point. Not only did you not get the job/apartment/house/car, but now you spend weeks getting 
the information corrected. 



7. Don’t give your email or zip code when making cash or credit card purchases.  

8. Don’t cash the small “rebate” checks that you sometimes get unexpectedly.  You do and now 
the bad guys have your bank account information then the item gets returned. 

9. Be careful entering your PIN at grocery stores, home depot, etc.  Look up – where is the 
store’s security camera – directly above the input device. 

10. Get rid of your older XP computer.   Set your browser privacy settings.  Using Safari, you 
can use ghostery to block data gathering sites. 

11. Do not check out of your hotel simply by leaving your keys behind or dropping them in a 
box.  Take them home with you and cut them up. These hotel keys contain your check-in data. 

12. The email you get from UPS, PayPal, Amazon, the IRS or any other place that looks official 
and that you are not expecting contains malware.  Delete it and forget it – it’s not real. 

13. Curious about that missed cell call from the unknown caller – don’t be.  It's a phone scam 
called the "one-ring game."  The Better Business Bureau says fraudsters are going onto their 
computers, sending thousands of one-ring calls to random cell numbers and 
disconnecting.  The idea is to get victims to call back. While you are trying to find out who it is, 
you're being charged twenty dollars for an international call, part of the scam.  For each 
additional minute you wait, it'll cost you an additional nine dollars. 

14.  Lottery scams…there are a lot of those.  No matter how convincing the letter, you did not 
win the lottery this way. 

15. You sold something for an agreed upon price and you are paid more than that price by 
mistake.  It’s not a mistake, it’s a scam.  Don’t send them any “refund”. 

16.  Those “challenge questions” that everyone hates.  Lie, but use good lies that you can 
remember.  It’s too easy to get this data from internet searches. 

17.  After shopping online, do not take the survey.  Avoid taking any type of online survey. 

18. Protect your medical ID cards.  ID thieves love to have medical procedures on your behalf. 
Not only do you get the bill, but now their information such as blood type, allergic reactions, etc. 
are mixed with yours.  The next time you need help, you may be given the wrong type of blood. 

Of course we will protect your privacy as earlier stated, but managing your privacy is your 
business and should be taken seriously.   


